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DEVOTED TO THE PROPAGANDA OF FREEDOM OF THOUGHT 



EARTH CONTAIN BUT ONE TRULY HI 
EOUS MAN, WHO ig AND OAN BE 
OHB1ST-D1KE! 

(By Aaron DeWitt.) 



We give to them that ask each day, — 
'■'lie borrower never turned away." 

( me more command, well understood, 
Js "lx)\*e your enemies" and "Do good;" 
And if a man shall take your cloak, 
Forbid him not to take your coat. 

You must hate your father and your mother, 

Despise your sister and your brother; 

Detest your children and your wife, 

And above all abhor your life. 

Sell all you have— you can't do more— 

And give the proceeds to the poor: 

Then take your cross and follow me, 

Through rough and smooth to Calvary; 

Then all I've promised shall be given, 

And treasures you shall find in heaven. 

Who will the information give 

And tell me where such Christians live? 



We take no usury at this bank; 
"We loan to men of ever}" rank; 
About a sign-board reading thus: 
No Christian banker e'er should fuss 

And take from him another blow. 
Turn him the other" one also, 
And if one "smites you on the cheek. 
"Besist not evil," but be meek; 

All take an oath to tell the truth. 

The aged witness and the youth 

You'll hear the judge, the jury swear; 

do to the Christian court and there 

Above all things, "Swear not at all." 

He surely says, through .lames and Paul, 

And bears out strictly what he taught I 
Who follows Christ whateVr he wrought, 
Js there a living, single man 
Jn every sect, through every elan. 
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The Science of Life 



Gradual Development Through Natural Processes Brought All 
Into Life and Being— No Creative Deity Required- 
Review of Scientific Data Bearing Upon 
the Origin of Things. 



(By Judge Parish B. Ladd.) 

From out llic hidden recuses of inert mat lor, nature is ever 
producing the germs, from which a living universe is evolved — 
childhood, followed hy the ushering in of celestial and terres- 
trial life; where, for a time, all is activity, then rest and 
chemical decomposition, out of which, a new life is evolved. 

The writer can think of BO subjtvt of greater moment to 
the scientist, the scholar, the Freethinker, the seeker alter knowl- 
edge of man's origin, than the source of life, which, in its widest 
MMOj involves the birth of worlds. 

The origin of the heavenly bodies will be first in order, after 
which, life on our earth. The reader must not be surprised to 
learn that in gravitation lies the secret of the origin of worlds, 
and the life of plants and animals on our earth. The birth of 
worlds and animals arc but different phases of vital action, life, 
so far as we know, is eternal; it will never have an end. Death 
is but change; a change of form, each is but the counterpart of 
the other; both the result of chemical action. A knowledge of 

HI i our earth, involves the study of astr< my, geology, 

paleontology; zoology, new botany, embryology, comparative anat- 
omy, physiology; as all relate to the source and development of 
life; the vital energy which permeates the universe, life, in its 
broadest sense, applies to the universe, in a limited sense, to 
our earth; it begins with the bioplasm, the vitalized cell found 
in the ovum of animals, and the ovule of plants. The bound- 
less worlds with their suns, come into being from the vitalized 
nebula, pOUOltnf a nucleus, under the law of gravitation. 
Looking through the telescope one sees nature in her laboratory 
busv in the process of world making; then he sees the germ, 
the cell, the celestial nucleus, and all their movi s in the process 
of evolving worlds; all from nebulae, without thought, purpose 
or design. Turning the telescope to the south he will see two 
bright spots nar tin' smith pole, Magellanic e'ouds, called 
nebeculae, the larger covering a space of foily-lwo square 
degrees. Sir John ller.M'hel found these to he patches of nebu- 
losltv. m eveiv stage "! development; thtyc appeared luminous 
matter which no power of the inurnment could resolve, up to 
perfectly developed stars, like those seen in the Milky-Way; 
rich star clusters were there found; nebulae of various shapes 

and density everywhere ab id, with {.'lobular clusters in every 

stage of condensation. 

The spectroscope has shown this matt-r to be neither fluid 
DOT solid, but gaseous vapours; some in a very diffused eoudit ion, 
others in more condensed form, some of these said Sir John, are 
MMUBiag spherical and oval sha^s; others MM to pass by 
slow gradations to ellipses of various forms, son,, tunes ap|»earing 
iu straight lines. Thus illustrating the process of evolving 
worlds in boundless space, from luminous mailer in its most 
diffused form. This is just what one sees through I lie microscope 
i„ ,he formation of living beings in the little microscopic cell*. 
Nil ure's process is the same, whether in making man or in 
evolving worlds. The nebulae of which these celestial forms 
are composed, is seen, first, to assume a st nelly spiral shape, 
followed, as in the microscopic cell by a nucleus, a protoplastic 



A number of double and multiple nebulae have been observed 
in process of forming double and multiple stars; which, as seen, 
are revolving around each other, with no common center. Sur- 
rounding these stars is to be seen nebulae of an atmospheric 
appearance; the greatest amount of nebulae is generally found 
in the regions where there are but few stars; where the stars 
are in immense clusters they seem to have used up the nebulae 
in their vicinity. 

The author of Unfinished Worlds, says: "That man should 
ever have been able to penetrate these unknown depths of space, 
and (li re behold visible evidence of vast aggregations of matter 
bring moulded and fashioned into new suns and future systems, 
was a vision to which no philosophic dreamer in olden times 
ever ventured to point. 

Some of these new-born stars have been seen, from time to 
time, to change their color; to blaze up, then diminish, and 
finally disappear. Probably nebulae in the first stages of forma- 
tion being dispersed by the excessive heat of suns, dying in their 
infancy like most animals on our earth. 

The well-known star Sirius, has changed its OoiOT from red to 
white during the last 2,000 years; it may be growing old, soon 
to die ami become a dark body. The star Argus rose from 
a dim light, reached its full brilliancy January 2, 1838, blazed 
up in March, 1843, and diminished to a mere speck in 1867. The 
variable stars, i. e., those which are subject to the law of muta- 
bility, number over one hundred. Astronomers tell us of a num- 
ber of stars, which for a time become extremely brilliant, then 
slowly faded and finally disappeared. All celestial bodies which 
i t iled I heir own light, are suns in various stages of develop- 
ment; all dense masses of glowing ,-;i>, enveloped with an atmos- 
phere, or more properly shaking, a photosphere, in which, like 
the body of the planet, exist in a state of incandescence; the 
spots on the surfuce of our sun, are solar storms, sometimes 
covering spaces thousands of miles in extent; they, uiitpiestion- 
ably exert a great influence on our earth. Neptune and Uranus 
are still ill their childhood, both in a gaseous form, and this is, 
in all probability, true of Jupiter, dense vu|tors, says Newcoui, 
are all that bide its interior. Comets are celestial babies yet in 
their swaddling clothes, traveling all alone in search of resting 

places; they have always attracted special atlenlio wing to 

their eccentricity; they come from without as well as within our 
solar system, ami travel with little regard to the known laws 
which govern other heavenly bodies; like the microscopic proto- 
plasm, (hey all have a well defined nucleus, which is located 
in the bead from which, seems to come the orders for the botlies 
movements. Some of them disapjicar never to be seen more, 

died in their infancy. 

In 184ti when the Biela comet Bad* its appearance its moves, 
for a lime, were regular; OB January l.'lth it split in two dis- 
tinct botlies, each having its own nucleus. This is just what 
Hie little microscopic nucleus in the protoplasmic cell does; in 
both cases the vital movements are the same; a new birth has 
ushered ill, a celestial child in the one ease, and a terrestrial 
OB* in the oilier; in each case the germ of life divides, two 
lives take the place id' the one; in eatdi case the nucleus, by the 
law of chemical allinily, aftracls to itself surrounding molecules 
which enter into und unite through the numerous interspaces 
of the exterior, when, by the law of condensation, the exterior, 
in the part of the least resistance, is pushed out, an oblong body 
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is the result, ■ pari of the germ following the elongated body, 
where it sets up a counter attraction, each center, whether in 
the nebulae, or in Hie microscopic bioplasm, pulls its adjacent 
molecules towards itself, until there appears a closing of the 
sack, and a separation takes flam. 

Thus the nebulae, like the microscopic cell, sends out its 
artus, around which, other nebulae are attracted; yet, for a 
lime, the celestial child, like the protoplasm, maintains close 
relation by the interchange of spores. The tail of the comet, 
like the molecules around the bioplast, obeys the law of attrac- 
tion and follows the nucleus. The Biela comet on approaching 
the sun apparently lost a portion of its tail. The intense heat 
of the sun is supposed to have scattered the vaporous matter 
until it become invisible. It is on this theory that so many 
new-born worlds seemingly disappear, some permanently, others 
only to reappear. It will be remembered, it was this comet 
which so frightened the Christian! that the pope issued a bull 
to drive it from the heavens; but as young as this child was, 
like Luther, it defied the pope and his bull, retiring from the 
heavens only in its own time. 

Let us now lay aside the study of astronomy, return to our 
little earth and see what biology has to say about life on our 
planet. But first the earth itself from infancy to the first appear- 
ance of life thereon. 

Kant was the first, followed by Laplace and Herschel, to 
put forth the theory which has since ripened into true science, 
that the whole universe in the countless aeons of the past, con- 
sisted of gaseous chaos in different conditions of density; that 
all, originally, formed one homogenous mass; that no celestial 
bodies then existed; all was in a nebulous state of extreme 
tenuity; that this tenuous matter commenced to move; that in 
places, the nebulous matter was heavier than in others; that at 
the several centers of the more solid matter, what is called 
attraction, or gravitation, commenced to pull, or push this nebu 
Ions matter towards the heavier mass; at the center a nucleus 
of more dense matter was formed, towards which the nebulae 
in the immediate vicinity, by the law of gravitation, rushed on 
to join the nucleus; as it could not move in a straight line 
under the resist aiue of other particles, its course, necessarily, 
became spiral, thus presenting the nebulous matter as seen in 
numerous astronomical drawings, all moving in a circle towards 
the common center. This is just what is seen through the 
inicroscoin; in the little protoplastic cell, a homogeneous body 
fully organized. In this way the countless billions of suns come 
into being; worlds innumerable in boundless space, with not an 
eye to behold the stupendous grandeur, no ears to hear, no wish, 
will or thought to guide; no living unit to dream of life to be; 
no thought, paxpOM or design. Nature one stupendous whole 
ever moving on the fathomless deep. The man of today stands 
forth in his boasted majesty, but comparative nothingness, and 
sees through the telescope the same natural, mechanical forces 
at work creating new worlds, some or all to be peopled by n.en 
and other animals; all to evolve from dead matter to living 
organisms under the great law of chemical allinity and universal 
gravitation. I'nder the theory of Kant, now generally accepted, 
there arose a separation of this gaseous matter, which has since 
been going on and giving birth to new worlds, just as we shall 
learn, by and by, with the microscopic atoms which r'onn a proto- 
plasm, and later, the bioplast, the impregnated germ, or nucleus, 
which propagates by simple division as did our sun, by giving 
of bis satelites, and these planets by throwing off their moons. 
This single division has given rise, tad is giving rise to an end- 
less plurality of worlds, multitudes of heavenly organisms, chil- 
dren of this nebulous ether. 

Under this theory, as applied to the heavens, the centripetal 
force attracted the*rotating particles, bringing them nearer and 
nearer to the nucleus, while the centrifugal force tended to 



throw them into a straight line. In other words, the two forces, 
compelled the outer nebulae to lag behind; ending in a separa- 
tion of the gaseous matter, leaving the outer to for*] one or more 
centers of its own. around which, rings at first, broke up into 
separate planets. In this way our BOOH ami those of other 
planets were formed. The ring, or rings of Saturn, are but 
nebulous matter which, in time, will, in obedience to the law of 
attraction and repulsion, separate into one or more BOOM of 
their parent. 

By the process of condensation, all celestial bodies become 
molten masses of burning fluid. All such bodies, in their in- 
fancy, are suns, reflecting their own light and heat, throwing 
out a photosphere composed of liquids and molten lluids. As the 
planet cools metallic rapon possessing more specific gravity than 
aqueous, are more readily drawn towards the center of attrac- 
tion. In time all the metalie vapors descend to, and form a 
part of the body of the planet, leaving none other than aqueous 
vapors outside of the solid body. At this stage the planet is 
crusting over; a solid shell is being formed, as with our earth 
at this time. 

As to our earth, we must understand that for countless ages 
after it had crusted over, its heat was mostly derived from the 
fiery mass of burning thud within the body ; such was its con- 
dition in the remote past. I'nder the theories of our greatest 
scholars, we have learned that a rotating liquid body cannot 
heeome a perfect globe; the centrifugal force will necessarily 
draw out the equator, leaving the body slightly flattened at the 
poles. 

How long our earth remained in a gaseous state and how long 
thereafter in a fluid condition before it crusted over, no reliable 
conjecture can be made; all we can say is, it must have been 
countless millions of years. It is believed by scientists that 
when the crust first formed, it covered the entire surface; this 
must have been from time to time, rent and broken up in pints, 
if not in whole, for this breaking is still going on; hut time 
came when the crust had so thickened and so cooled as to per- 
mit of the production of the flora and fauna. For a long time, 
as shown by geo'ogy and paleontolgy, the climate must have been 
uniform, or nearly so, as the surface derived its heat from the 
interior of the planet. It was during these ages that the earth 
was so densely covered with vegetation, and a little later with 
animals. At first there was too much carbon in the air for 
animal life, this was the support of the vegetable kingdom. 
While a large quantity of carbon was the life of plants, it was 
the death of animals. Animal life could not have existed on 
our earth until the vegetable had taken up and absorbed most 
of the carbon, which went to make our vast coal-beds. 

This brings me to the point where animal life on our earth 
comes up for discussion. Where and how did animal life make 
its appearance f But two ways have ever been suggested. The 
so-called Mosaic account, and the law of spontaneous generation, 
which means living matter or organic beings from inorganic. Of 
dead matter. Hut it is said that all or nearly a'l scientists, have 
given up the theory of s|K»ntaneous generation. This at one 
time was true, but not so now. If they have failed in their 
efforts to produce life in their experiments, it is because they 
have not, or could not, follow in nature's path, sun, air and 
water being essential. 

As to the so-called MoMM account, that story has not a single 
fact to support it; besides, it is in eonllict with every known 
law of nature, at war with all the well-established seienees. even 
at the outs with common sense. No scholar, who has any repu- 
tation at stake (which does not apply to clergymen), would, 
in this day of learning, dare risk his reputation in an attempt 
to maintain the Mosaic story, which, in its time, was an edifying 
romance to the weak minded Hebrews and Christians. 

The fundamental properties of every natural body, are matter, 
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form and Corse. Chemists have succeeded in analyzing all known 
bodies into ebool seventy dements, or simple unite; among the 
principal ones in oxygen, nitrogen, potassium, sodium, toon, 
gold, etc. The eheniiesJ oonstituenti of organisms nn the same, 
differing only in their formation or structural units; it is the 
different modea of sombination which give riaa to organic and 
inorganic bodiea; every body, organic and inorganle, i>y the in- 
sreaae of temperature aan be radaaad to ■ liquid, and i>y farther 

heat to a gaseous condition. In other words, all can he reduced 
1 1 1 their original element-. Plants an.l animals are composed ot 
both solids and liquids, the latter comprising the most of the 
organism. Bj the union of solids and water, in proper propor- 
lion, minaral, vegetal ami animal bodies are the result; such 
bodies are the product of the laboratory, i. e., the chemist has 
so far imitated nature, but he has failed to pat vitality into 
his compounds; he has failed to make his organisms assimilate 
food, obtain growth or propagate their specie-.; he can make 
man, but cannot make him move; so far, he has failed to put 
life into his compounds. This equally applies to the vegetal 
world. 

Among the simple elements, carbon .-lands as the most Im- 
portant in the formation of vegetal and animal bodies; it can 
unite with other elements in intinitcly manifold relations. By 
the uuiou of carbon with oxygen, hydrogen, nitrogen, sulphur 
and phosphorous we have the albuminous body, the protean 
which is the first and most indispensable substance of vital phe- 
nomena, the source from whence all life emanates. In other 
words, we have the monera, the link between dead and living 
matter; their bodies consist of nothing but a semi-tluid, an 
albuminous lump. 

All organisms, including man, and all other unimals, at an 
early period of life, are found to be germ-cells, or egg-cells, 
mere lumps of ulbumeu, known as plasma, or protoplasm; they 
differ from the Monera only by having a nucleus, a vital center. 
In the one we find the little germ cell, the source of vitality— 
the spark of life; in the other, it is absent, the cell has not yet 
formed; this cell will come later; but from whence / Science, 
so far, has failed to determine; the chemist has failed to put it 
there. 

All life, vegetal and animal, is traceable back to this nucleated 
bioplast. These Moiioru are iion-cellula, the process of convert- 
ing the non-cellular into the unicellular, the bioplast, has never 
boon discovered. From whence this germ of lifet This source 
of the animal world, including man/ 

Here we find ourselves at the very threshold of life on our 
globe. CM anything be of more interest to the student of 
natural Has t»is vilal 8 P aik l,slien -' ,J 'BOmtmm u y the 
*tiat of some heavenly monarch / or has the great law of ullhnty 
and gravitation done the work/ While the mythologian will 
allirm the former, the scientist will udopt the latter hypothesis. 
What is this life force but a co-operation of molecules which 

bare a chemical affinity far other! Whence the affinity 1 

Evan science fails U> discover. Why all these atoms, which 
make up the germ of life, revolving around each other, like 
the binary sturs of the heavens, colliding only now and then/ 
\nd by what power do they move.' Is it gravitation obeying 
the law of affinity, the union of sexuality .' To this the scientific 
world can give no direct response; we are h it the alternative of 
■peculation founded on the most reasonable hypothesis at our 
command. In the formation of planets the body increases, or 
HO*! by accessions of foreign mutter; the crystal by accessions 
10 its surface; the vegetal and animal by accessions horn within, 
by the process known as digestion; the food alter leaving the 
stomach, passes along the intestines, which lake up and distribute 
through the arteries the life germs, which become, in the organ- 
ism, the source of vitality, growth and loco.nolum, I «-'•. the food 
after leaving the stomach passes along the intestines, whence 
,he nutritious particles percolate through the walls of the intes- 



lines and thus enter the blood capillaries, from whence it is 
earned to all parts of the organism and deposited as cells- 
nucleated bioplasts, which go to make up the community of the 
organic being. In the young, it furnishes new cells to increase 
the body, while in the full-matured organism, it supplies the 
spaces vacated by worn out cells, which are thrown off. We 
must remember that each one of these little cells in the human 
body, as in all other bodies, is a life within itself, possessing all 
the powers of an independent being. Here comes in the division 

of labor, different classes of cells performing different functions; 

while some are gathering in food, others are assimilatiug it, and 
still others are at work carrying off waste materials, >;tc. 

Accepting, as we must, spontaneous generation as l ho s mice 
of life, let it be said, the step from the nuti-nuclcaied Monera, 
the piece of formless jelly, the albumen, is but a short one; 
all that is required is gravitation followed by spiral motion. As 
we see in the formation of planets, to create the cell, which 
all admit to be life, once thought to be the source of life, but 
by the use of the more powerful microscopes, it is found that 
the cell is but the habitat of the life within, where all the 
spiral and other motions, seen through the telescope, are at 
work. So it will be seen that nature in constructing heavenly 
worlds uses the same processes as in the microscopic cell, which 
lie at the foundation of all life on our earth. 

The same process that makes worlds, makes man. Man as 
well as all other animals, and plants, starts life as a simple cell, 
a lump of mucus with a kernel.. Now let us explain how this 
little cell, which was discovered by Schleiden and Schwann, 
carries on its functions, it starts life as a single cell, assessing, 
as believed, the inherent power of assimilating its food supply, 
as before said, it is a complete individuality within itself; it is 
to all appearance the source ot life and vitality; it is surrounded 
by its plasm, a shapeless piece of jelly, an albuminous substance 
which is found in its purest form in the white ot an egg, in 
the serum of the blood, in the muscles, bones and other parte 
ot all animals, it assimilates food, grows and expands; when of 
a size to propagate, it throws out spores, little libels, which, like 
the rings of planets, break up into what is called nucleoli, m 
each of which, a nucleus is formed, us in the head of the liicla 
comet after it divided. These little alius follow the law of 
their parent, go on increasing in the same way, each and every 
one ot these artus, now a nucleolus, goes on, until the organism 
of mail and all other animals, as well as plants is built up. In 
the cell, and in the lower animals all the labor is performed by 
one set of functions the food is taken in, assimilated an.l the 
waste matter thrown off, through the entire body; higher up m 
animal life, these duties are performed by separate organs. 

Prof. Ileal, after using one of the most powerful microscopes, 
tells us that the living germs are never at rest, always on the 
move among themselves as in the planetary universe, moving in, 
around and put each other, with seldom a collision; but when 
one comes, the two little bodies go to pieces, an.l tins is just 
what happens. While these internal movements are going OB 
the matter, as a whole, moves through Us surroundings, sending 
out a part of itself to form nucleoli; he says the molecules seem 
to move at will, showing that the moving power resides m each 
molecule, and that the nucleus takes up dead matter and con- 
verts it into bioplasm, which, as before said, is the source ot all 
life life itself. The ovule, or egg of all mammals is at first, 

but a naked mass of dead plasm, followed a little later by a 

m.n nucleated cell, after which arises the nucleus, the vitalized 
,„,„„, which, afterward! lakes OH the cell wall, the ms.de ot 
Vhiefa is filled With a fittld where floats the Wfl germs, the 
living, matter which converts pabulum into nuclei. I have gOM 
into this matter to some extent, to show that lite comes boa 
dead matter under the process of natural law, the power being 
inherent in the matter itself, thus dispensing with the use ot an 
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outside force, which the ignorant call god, a pure myth which 
has ever been the source and foundation of the most of human 
ills. If the reader of this article has followed its teachings 
with as much interest as I have pursued the authorities from 
which this article is made up, then will I be duly compensated 
for my labor. This is an article that requires something more 
than reading, it must be studied to be understood A little 
more along this line, and it must be brought l<> a eloM. 

In an almost fathomless research, the sciences as I lind them, 
show not the slightest difference in the process of development 
of Ufa between man and all the rest of living world bal ow him, 
which, with but slight variation, equally applies to plants. All 
life comes from the ovule, the egg, which first divide* in halves, 

then divides again, and so until the contents of tl vuh — . 

ovum- egg, becomes one mass of minute cells. Out of tins seem- 
ingly structureless aggregation a budding process is lirst seen. 
The fetal man thus commences life on the me plane with all 
of the animal world below him; he is lirst a nucleated little cell, 

surrounded with a plasm. At the < imencemeut of life the 

brains of all animals are about the same. In man's fetal transit 
the brain takes on, and finally passes, one by one, that of all 
the lower forms of life; it is only in the latter stages of develop- 
ment that he passes the ape. The ovum egg, in all mammals, al 
an early stage undergoes a process of segregation; on each side 



of the tube formed by such segregation. | furrow rwes and growg 
until it tape over the tube, leaving it hollow, to lie tilled with 
the spinal cord: at Drat, both ends are pointed; in time one 
develops into an orb lor the coming brain; at the other end 
intestines appear, while the heart, lungs and liver occupy the 
middle. In early fetal life the man, the dog, the tortoise, the 
chick, all present the same appearance, all are born, live ami 
feed alike, the man in his process of development, finally leaves 
all other animals, and launches on the ocean of life to finish his 

.1 «>ej as master of the animal world. Thus everybodv 

in the universe owes its origin to molecular action— to the law 
of mechanics, the human body being no exception; all are com- 
posed of inoieciilo. the process which builds up terrestrial and 
celestial bodies is the same: all start life as a single nucleated 
pi.ee of bioplasm; all live grow and die in obedience to the one 
law. the law of cavitation, which is inherent in all forms of 
matter. The million! of sans and their satellites, ever moving 
onward in boundless space, are hut aggregations of homogeneous 
atoms poeseeaing the inherent power of attraction. 

In this way nature collects properties having afHnity for each 
other, and calls to her aid tin' law of attraction and chemical 
combination as the non-intelligible source of life on our planet 
and of the birth of worlds. 

Alameda, Calif. 



Don't Expel the Infidel 



The New Epoch in Religious Liberty. 

(By Clarence C. Gates.) 

Crash! Bang! Bipl Bipl Kip! Boom, 
boom, de ay! 

Where are we anyway? Is this 
u boiler factory of a locomotive works.' 
Can't you knap still, coot, and let a man 
think? 

Down the street, at the coiner of Age 
and Custom, stands a house of ill lame, 

the Christian Chureh, An old hag, [g ■- 

ansa, runs it, and she lias two pretty 
'•white slaves, " Beaaofl and Klhics, held 

there in miserable bondage. Some young 

men, entering there in all the innocence of 
unspoiled youth, see the fair maids, Reason 
snd Mlhics, for the old hag cannot ruin 
them. They fall in love at "lirst sight," 
do the young men and these maids, who 
are as pure as the day they were born of 
the human brain, though held to this miser- 
able life in th." dirty old house against 
their will. 

These young men are trying to save the 
fair ones in that loathsome place, They 
will succeed. The front do II has been 
knocked down, and a blow given old 
Hypocrisy, Hie husband of Ignorance, who 
tried foolishly to defend a rotten barrier. 

The Chicago Baptisl Ministers' Confer- 
ence wont expel an infidel, knowing ho is 
one. Prof. George I'.. Poster wrote a 
book, called the "Function of Religion," 

in which, by newspaper report, he equaled, 

if he did not azeeed fagersoll ami Pains, in 



his denunciation of Christians and Chris- 
tianity. He called the bible believer a 
fool, in the mildest word ba could use, 

naive, which one minister uudenl 1 to lie 

a knave, which is a species of human 
'•bird." quite different. I n. lei' the impres 
siou that Prof, Foster had Used the word, 
knave, rather than naive, (his minister said 

he was proud to I ne. Upon being cor 

reeled, he look his seal in dist liture. 

1 believe he has not staled, unto this .lay. 
that he is proud of being a naive. Such is 
the power of true infidelity among our 

ehristii inistry, that one of the "birds" 

would rather he knave, than naive. 

Prof. George K Foster is an ordained 
Baptist minister, lie won 'l resign, under 
the conscientious impression, that his 
ordination allowed him to think and ex- 
press himself freely upon all religious mat 
ters. Still, he is a true infidel, in other 

words, a by] rite; something Pains and 

Ingersoll could never have been. He is 
slapping Ihe face of Religion, and calling 
her a wanton, while pretending to be her 
friend. Sic. 

Hut the Chicago Baptist Ministers' Con- 
ference would not, at tirst. ex- 
pel Foster, knowing he is an 
Infidel, though one minister doubted 
Whether or not 1 per cent of the ministers 

of (In fersnee bad read Foster's book. 

Still, the evidence was all against Foster. 

ns a true christian, and all the freed in 

the world will not give in.v friend the right 
to cut my throat. What does all this 



mean.' More than you might expect. On 
the surface, it means perfect religious lib- 
erty. Hut. underneath, is tl ie same old 
•Jesuitism which was ages old when Loyola 
was born: that filthy creature, whom I 
Balled Hyj rfey, the husband of Ignor- 
ance. But Hypocrisy is not ignorant, and 

George B. Poster is a more dangerous 

enemy to Crest bought . than any Roman 
Jesuit ever born, b. cause he is a wiser 
man. He wanted to hold on to the Baptist 

organisation, just as the politician holds 

on to th,. Political Machine. And we know 
why that is true. The Chisago Baptisl 

Ministers Conference is corrupt with true 
inlidelitv to Christianity, or they would 
have expelled Poster, Upon Ihe evidence 
given. In other words, it was a meeting 
of rats, who could not agree lo run away a 
rat wiser than themselves. 

There are certain words that aptly apply 
to Foster and his ' 1 kind : ' ' 
"When you're up. you're up. 
When you're down, you're down. 
When you're half-way up. you're neither 
up nor down. ' 

And please don't confuse the little para- 
ble, I gave of (he old hag, Ignorance, and 
think of F,.ster as one of the young men. 

who will save Reason and Ethics, He will 
save neither, for he is "neither up nor 
down." Rather, would I not be surprised 
to lind him the husband id' Ignorance, who 
received such a hell of a blow. Rat, not 
by the Chicago Baptist Ministers Confer- 
ence. The men to do that, are I lie men. 
honest enough to quit (he Christian Church, 
without being kicked out. 
Tuscola III. 
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MAN'S ORIGIN AND DESTINY 



OuB pBJHKHT ( ' k i m i .n a i. Nystkm Disci sski) — Th> ObJBOT 
ok Law and L.wvvKit— Tjik JvBf Syhtkm- 
(By Dr. A. Haueman.) 

Fur from intimidating crime, tltt present system of 

criminal jurisprudence actually encourages it by removing 
the terror of quick and ignominious punishment, by flatter- 
ing the vanity of the criminal ami allowing him to pose 
as a hem before the public Undoubtedly a large per- 
centage of the brutal murders committed every day in this 
land uf churches and courts, must be attributed to the 
stimulating effect of the criminal laws. What a contrast 
is there on the execution of the criminal laws l>etween 
here and (iermany, for instance. There the lawyer is always 
oanieioua of the object of the law and his duty as a citizen 
and if a heinous crime is fixed upon a scoundrel, he docs 
not defend it but confines his exertions to pointing out 
what mitigating circumstances may exist. 

Hut what is the object of the law here I To accomplish 
il„. object of the lawyer under the conditions created by 
the eonfttftioa of absurd technicalities in the statutes, to 
convict or acquit the defendant, no matter which, but "to 
make money." However brutal and atrocious a crime, it 

will find an ardent defender among the member! of the 
bar, who with almost fanatical zeal puts heaven and bell 
in motion to save a beast from deserved punishment ami 
turn him loose upon society again. Why I From personal 
egoism, it means money, the more dastardly the crime, the 
greater the glory to save the brute from the gallows, the 
greater the reputation. A murderer with money is a gold 
mine for the lawyers, bccaUW a jktsoii will usually sooner 
part with bis mammon than with life or liberty. The safety 
of a murderer increases with the amount of money he can 
place on the scales of the blind harlot and from my own 
observations I should think that the safety line begins from 

$20,000 upwards. 

The moral aspect taken by the law of the destruction of 
human life, on which the classification of murd-r in degroei 
is based, must have sprung from the brain of an idiot. In 
the first place, why is it necessary that a murderer must 
accomplish his work ln-fore he CM I"' killed in return? 
Is not the attempt to kill sufficient to demonstrate his in- 
tention, why not remove bin l>efore he can accomplish his 
object I lint as it is, the stupid law gives the assassin the 
benefit of any accident, that may thwart his nefarious pur- 
pose, Then die irrelevant circumstance of time elapsed 
between the conception of a deed and its execution, is made 
the standard by which the severity of a crime is measured. 
What difference does it make whether the thought, the im- 
pulse precedes the action one second or a thousand I The 
onlv circumstance taken into consideration ought to 1m- 
provocation, because, as the law has no right for any one 
who has not the money to buy it, there is a constant 
ccntive to resort to violence. 



The law presumes that all people are idiots and must 
be guided entirely by the letter of the statutes. What a 
masterpiece of imbecility is for instance the indictment of 
a grand jury in a cast' of shooting: That so ami so was 
shot, killed, wounded, maimed, crippled, mutilated, etc., 
with a gun of the kind called so and so, loaded with 
powder and a ball of lead, etc. Would it not be sufficient 
for the ordinary intellect to say "shot" ami only specify 
the weapon if anything else but a gun had been used, per- 
haps bow and arrow, or a lKRinerang? 

What a contemptible farce is a trial by jury. The stupid 
and ridiculous provisions of the law exclude nearly all in- 
telligent people from the panel, either by demanding an 
ignorance which no half-way educated person can afford, 
or by making the serving on a jury such a burden that 
everybody, except, loafers who can not, earn a dollar in an 
easier way, is anxious to escape this proud privilege of 
self-government and duty to bis country. And the law 
further assumes that everybody is such an imbecile that he 
can not change an opinion obtained by reading in a news- 
paper an account of some event, but all the same this idiot 
is to decide over life or death. In other civilized countries, 
a jury is selected from the respectable citizens and educa- 
tion is a condition, instead an obstacle. In fact, the judg- 
ment of one intelligent, honorable man is worth more than 
the opinion of a thousand fools, but under the present 
system the opinion of one fool or rascal is sufficient to 
frustrate the verdict, of eleven intelligent, honest men. It 
would be a far cheaper and just as reliable method, to 
decide a case by throwing dice, than by a jury. 

To obtain right in civil matters is next to impossible. 
The enormous excuses make any person think twice before 
appealing to the law. It is not surprising that people 
resort to violence sometimes, but it is surprising that it 
happens not more often and that they hear patiently so 
much abuse and robbing. 

There is one department of the law that takes the prize 
for stupidity and ignorance, namely, the mining laws. They 
were made, as it is gem-rally the case, by people who did 
not know what they wore doing and had no Idea about 

the requirements of that industry in behalf of which the 

laws wen- pretendedly made. As the result we find more 

conflicts and litigation in mining property than in any 
other kind of real estate, and the map of a mining district 
shows a maze of claims, crossing each other in every direc- 
tion, against which a crazy quflt is a model of regularity. 
And as to expecting justice from the courts, one might 
M well ask the devil for a blessing. The OOUrt does 
not care a snap for the people. When a case is set 
for trial on a certain day, the- parties are expected to ho 

present with all their witnesses, but they ban to await 
the pleasure of the court, and tin case may not be called 
for a week, notwithstanding that the parties have come 
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a long why and aro under heavy expense. I know a case 
from my own experience when a judge received word about 
some private btuineM and adjourned court, after the parties 
had been waiting a week f. r the trial. This is the way 
the "servants of the people" treat their master, what no 
judge in the old country would dare to do, the free people 
Milnnit to with the most submissive servility. 

The trial is, if possible, a still mere disgraceful farce 
than one for criminal offense. A jury of farmers, mer- 
chants, artisans, etc., is expected to decide the most intri- 
cate technical and scientific questions. And no attempt 
is made by the court to ascertain the truth, except from 
the evidence produced in court, the statement of witnesses 
who testify in the interest of the party who summons and 
pay- them. Kven if the testimony in regard to facts is in 
direct contradiction, no attempt is made by the court to 
ascertain who committed perjury, it is left to the option 
of the jury to believe one party or the other. Is it sur- 
prising that this disregard of the truth has a demoralizing 
effect upon the veracity of the jH-ople compelled to appeal 
to the eourtsi Xobody is expected to tell the truth under 
oath and people who would otherwise despite a lie, aro 
often compelled to resort to crooked ways, because they 
have no means to prove the truth in court. In other coun- 
tries the judges have sen-e enough to see for themselves Of 
send a commission of experts to investigate the facts and 
altogether, questions involving technical or scientific knowl- 
edge are decided by competent persons. I low absurd and 
stupid is the practice here to postpone eases for years, with- 
out putting on record any evidence, any fact as proved 
and established beyond doubt. In the DOW trial the whole 
evidence has to bo gone through again from th - beginning 
and it is easily understood how with the lapse of time, 
through death or removal of witnesses it becomes more and 
more impossible to procure the evidence. 

The people have no faith in the justice of their own 
courts; they avoid them like the pest and suffer rather a 
loss or insult than to appeal to the blind goddess, whose 
ambiguous sword strikes without any regard to right or 
wrong. Nor have the lawyers themselves any more faith 
in the legal machinery as a dispenser of right and justice, 
but they make the best of it for their own benefit and are 
Careful not to introduce any reform that might simplify 
the process and decide conflict! and disputes on the maxims 
of reason, instead of letters, which, after all are nothing but 
the opinions of other people. And whv must we be guided 
by the opinions of people that are dead, by rules ami cus- 
toms that, are antiquated end no longer in harmony with 
our own progressive ideas? 

The lawyers enjoy a privilege that is denied all other 
professions, they are not held responsible for their actions 
as regards the interest of their clients. Although the courts 
make it impossible for a person to conduct his own case 
and oom]H>l him to engage the services of a lawyer, thev 
offer no redress if bis interest is wilfully, or through ignor 
ance, neglected. From my own experience I know an in- 
stance when a lawyer received $500 for retainer, then 



allowed the case to go by default and immediately after- 
wards appeared as co-owner of the property won by the Other 
party through his fault. It may be said that the law might 
be appealed to for redress, but that would simply be tiirhting 
the devil with tire. The only satisfaction a person could 
obtain might be the suspension Ot expulsion of the rascal 
bom the bar, and such a step is seldom taken by the legal 
fraternity whose members show much christian forbearance 
tOWardl each other. 

As the effect total of the antiquated and imperfect sys- 
tem of government and law, we find murder, ombesilement 
and all sorts of crime prevailing to an alarming extent, and 
in social circles which in other countries contribute a much 
smaller percentage. The public sense of honor is blunted 
and illegitimate means for gaining money encouraged by 
estimating I person only in proportion to his wealth. The 
maintenance of such a large number of officers and lawyers 
means a corresponding loss and burden for the working 
classes, who receive as much money lest as the others receive 
more for their labor. With b. tier laws and a Ik Iter system 
the object of government could be attained with a fraction 
)f the present expense. Everywhere w t * BOO the farmers 
suffering under the burden of taxation, required to pay 
fraudulent debts, contracted by the chosen officers of the 
people, while one piece of land after the other goes into the 
hands of politicians, lawyers, usurers, etc. The following 
generation must necessarily suffer from this system. The 
small smounta taken from many people form ■ big capital 
in the hands of a few, it means control of the labor of those 
who are poor and also control of the possibilities for apply- 
ing labor, of the land. This money power is inherited 
Upon the children and gives them advantage > ver the de- 
scendants of the poor who could not enquire such ■ for* 
tune by honest work. Thus the word of the bible is literally 
true, thai the sins of the father shall Ih> transferred upon 
the children, they are born slaves through the sins of their 

parents. They have sinned not against a god, but sgainst 

nature and their sin was ignorance. 

If Mr. II. George had studied the condition of soma coun- 
ties, for instance Cass and Franklin in Missouri, he might 
have discovered that "while parasols and elephants mad with 
pride" do not grow on every land, but that the "monopo- 

lists" of the land are groaning under the burden of taxation, 
imposed by the payment of debts contracted by a few smart 
persons, whom the indifference and stupidity of the inhabi- 
tants permitted to do so. He might have learned the fact that, 
money measures the value of the land, respecting the prod- 
ucts of labor for which land forms the basis, that a certain 
sum always buys a certain amount of land, but not vice 
versa. If the land is taxed high, which means that the 
labor of the man who owns it is taxed to that amount, a 
man may own thousands of acres and be poor, but he 
can not be poor when he has in possession a large sum of 

Hey. lie can always get land lor money, but not always 

money for land. 

t To be continued. > 
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PIJCKEYE SECl'LAR I'MOX. 



Let this convention be turned into a banner meeting of 
Ohio Freethinkers, and by strength of numbers, as well as 
intellect, ring a challenge to orthodoxy that will be heard 
throughout the land. 



Arrangements are well in progress for the coming annual 
oonvention of the liuckcye Secular I'nion, tin; only State 
organization now actively at work in the country, which 
has l>ecn called for September 12, next at Schenck's Assem- 
bly rooms, Columbus, Ohio. 

President Roberts reports that a splendid program is 
being prepared, and he asks that the Blade extend for him, 
a general invitation to all Freethinkers to Ik; present and 
tak part in the wholesome deliberations of thai body. If 
any of our readers, seeing this, are inclined to attend, a 
great favor will l>e conferred by you writing either to Presi- 
dent George O. Roberts) at Dennison, Ohio, or Secretary 
Lou Lawrence, Parnesville, Ohio. This will enable them 
to form some estimate of the probable nnmhwT of visitors 
and prepare for accommodations in advance. 

According to present plans there will be an informal 
round table conference on the night of Saturday, September 
11. The Sunday morning session will Ik; devoted to the 
reports of officers and committees, ami the election of of- 
ficers, with the general business affairs of the Union. Sun- 
day afternoon and night will lie devoted to addresses by 
prominent men and women speakers. 

President Roberta will bring the matter of Frecthoiight 
funerals l>efore the convention for some definite action in 
regard thereto. 



THE INDICTMENT OF EDUCATION AGAINST 
CHRISTIANITY. 



The continued efforts of Harold Bolce, in the Cosmo- 
politan Magazine, to draw the line of demarcation between 
the church and progress, between dogma and candid in- 
vestigation, between theology and education, as these again 
appear in the August number, now on sale, contain a far 
more terrible indictment against the reactionarv influences 
of the church and church thought, than aught a;>j>caring in 
the columns of paj>ors and magazines devoted exclusively 
to the propaganda of anti-Christian effort. Tt is an in- 
dictment to which nothing need 1k> added, to which 
nothing can be added. It charges the church and 
its advocates, for without them the church would 
be a non-entity, with retarding progress, stifling hon- 
est thought and practically putting a premium upon 
hypocrisy through mere egotistical, or personal motives. 
No criminal arraigned at the bar of justice has so force- 
fully been charged with crime against the race, against 
society, against individuals and against the best interests 
of the human family, than is the church in the words of 
this indefatigable ami painstaking writer. He has brought 
the professors of colleges and teachers in the great American 
institutions of learning, in sharper conflict than ever with 
the church and its now discredited dogmas, pointing to the 
rapid approach of that day when the church will be rele- 
gated to the rear of public thought, influence and estima- 
tion, or else, completely annihilated. 

Every great or radical change made by the church as a 

concession to the demands of intellectual thought, or demon- 
strated scientific fact, is a retreat from which no recovery 
can be had. Boasting a divine authorship anil i divine pro- 
tection, assuming a loftier and higher origin that it was 
willing to grant, to other religious systems, the Christian 
religion is now facing the inevitable. Abandoning one posi- 
tion after another, and readily yielding at those points of 
controversy whence the pressure was too strong, building 
up a fortress or two where the least resistance could l>e 
detected, the church has struggled for a prolongation of its 
power, and the attempt to control and dictate the channels, 
methods and modes of education, the enlightened minds 
of the nation have ben led to a revolt and the disaffection 
has now beOOtne well nigh general. To use a selection from 
Mr. Holce's language, he argues after giving further quota- 
tions from college men on the subject : "And ik the oppo- 
sition to truth, as it is claimed, is still the role of religious 
bodies, the inescapable duly of unfettered institutions of 
learning is to give the world a new revelation." 

We are a trifle anxious to know what Mr. Role* means 
by a "new revelation." Failing to express his personal 
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belief or disbelief in tbe existence of a personal ami creative 
deity, a deity capable of making a revelation to man that 
it may be understood and accepted for what it really is, wo 
do not understand the sort of revelation to which he makes 
reference, or if he simply expects that the god "f the Chris- 
tian concept is trying his hand at the revelation business 
OBOB more. The only revelation necessary to the constitu- 
tion and promulgation of a purely natural philosophy are 
those revelations made from time to time, and that are now 
being made, by men of science and letters. Earth and sea, 
sun and stars, the firmament on high, all reveal facts to 
the mind of man at variance with the Christian concept 
of things, the animate and inanimate things of earth make 
new revelations every day and every hour. The chemist 
in his laboratory, the geologist turning back the pagM oi 
earth history, the naturalist dealing with the oneness of 
life, the astronomer weighing celestial bodies and mapping 
out the sweep of their mighty orbits, the biologist making 
his inquiries into the laws of life, all combine in producing 
revelations that furnish a basis for a naturalism in human 
endeavor, wheh, if conformed to, makes church and church 
thought unnecessary as a factor in the affairs of human 
si >ciety. 

Our purpose here, however, is not to criticise Mr. I'olce, 
rather would we encourage and stimulate, for be is accom- 
plishing a grand work and its results upon public thought 
must prove beneficial to the cause of Freot bought, in that 
it can lead to no other termination, lb- who reads after 
Mr. Bokw must think. Thought begets doubt, and doubt 
is fatal to every theological system under tbe sun. So forci- 
ble are his conclusions that he is led to quote approvingly, 
and to illustrate one of his strongest arguments, that old 
saying of August© (Joint*': "Science will ultimately escort 
him (the Christian god) to the frontier and how him out 
with thanks for his professional services." 

In the present article from the pen of Mr. Boloe, liberal 
quotations aro made from Dr. Andrew D, Whlite, former 
president of Cornell University, Prof. Borden I'. Bowne, 
of Boston University, Prof. Frank Sargent Hoffman of 
Union College, Arthur T. lladley, president of Vale Uni- 
versity, Dr. Jacob G. Schurman, president of Cornell Uni- 
versity, Prof. W. II. bough of New York University, Mary 
Wilton Calkins, professor philosophy and psychology at 
Wellesloy College, and others. His interviews with them, 
and their utterances on the subject, force the conclusion 
that modem education will no longer tolerate the pre- 
sumptuous and arrogant influence and pretensions of the" 
church and to free forever, so far as education in America 
is concerned, every institution of learning from orthodox 
influences and restraints, to the end that education and the 
mind of man shall lie free. In point of truth, this learned 
writer argues: 'The last slavery from which man must bo 
free is the slavery of sacred myth." He continues: "The 
doctrines and traditions that deal with fear have boon the 
instruments that have tortured the spirit of man and kept 
him from his true development, [nstead of living in har- 
mony with god, the church, the colleges say, has set up ft 



celestial czar, a conception which has l»een an injury to 
man, because it has given him a sense of weakness, in- 
feriority ami fear. Ami fear has been the deadening ele- 
ment in the whole history of man's faiths and wars. The 
colleges say that the church, through its fear of new truth, 
has at all times been an obstacle to progress." 

The intelligent reader of such an article will be able to 
detect its power as an arraignment of the church, and, at 
the same, bring the colleges of the country in open conflict 
and actual rebellion against the church. If the "colleges 
of the country" through the heads of their several depart- 
ments, Can litter these things without fear of punishment 
or boycot at the hands of the church, it i- a self -evident fact 
that the day has now dawned when the colleges md their 
professors no longer regard the church as a social neces- 
sity and that they further look upon it as a -tumbling block 
to education and progress. Modern education is being 
imparted upon purely Scientific lines, ami as the church 
has been compelled to drop back, recede, from every as- 
sumed fortification against the advancement of Nuance, i' 
looked upon the channels, the fields of public education as 
its sole hope and refuge, but even this is now lost. Fduca- 
tion and humanity will gain thereby. The higher the educa- 
tion the purer and more refined the humanity. The less 
dogma the greater freedom and liberality, and it is a fitting 
jewel in the crown of Columbia's great glory, that of all 
nations on earth, her shores contain institutions of learning 
that have manifested sufficient courage to not only throw 
off the yoke of orthodox tyranny and oppression, but to 
actually assume a hostile attitude. As Mr. Bolce further 
says, the college professors have reached that stage wherein 
they dare to assert, that "civilization is under tbe domina- 
tion of many false doctrines, and that the fact that these 
are held sacred is no reason why they should be preserved." 
At this point wo cannot do better than to quote Mr. Boloe 
again upon what he asserts as coming from the college-. 
It constitutes the strongest count in the indictment and 
its every word is known to 1h> true. He says: 

"Tho present crusade of the colleges is surcharged with 
the conviction that the churches and church thought are 
not only behind the times, but that they have throughout 
the centuries been an obstacle to human advance, and are 
even now the last barrier keeping man out of his spiritual 
kingdom. They say that man has earned the right to know 
the truth, the truth that will make him free; and that man's 
ignorance of his power in a world of spirit, when- he could, 
if he would, bo master, with all the harmony, health and 
happiness, and abundance that that mastery implies, is the 
secret of tho centuries of travail, hatred, wars, and crimes 
that have cursed the worbl." 

Freethinkers may rejoice that in the language here quoted 
they may discern a portion, at least, of the fruits of their 
labors. A generation ago, scarce one per cent of the college 
professors dare give utterance to such anti-orthodox senti- 
ments. To do so would have meant a loss of place and posi- 
tion. The church controlled and it dictated. Today things 
have changed. The college is the most virulent in its 
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attack upon the church, indicating I determination to no 
longer cringe In fear at the feet of orthodox dogma or to 
worship at their ihrinei of faith. Fact destroys faith. 
Education displaoee orthodox claims. 

Aside from the purely theological tenets and interpreta- 
tions of nature, the colleges, aooordiag to Mr. Bolce, are 
preparing for an attack upon more vulnerable points. In 

fact the ohurchei WW advocating more severe strictures 
regarding divorce, may find in tin's last article a timely 
Warning that such interference with the marriage relation 
will not much longer be tolerated. On this subject Mr. 
Holce says: 

* ana, some lay, that marriage is not a sacrament; that 
there are and can he holier alliance- outside the marriatre 
bond than within it; and even that it is contrary to the 
bigher laws of the spirit to set up a legal relationship as 
tuperior to the spontaneous preference of a man and a 
woman who find their Jove a security more s-acred than 
anything the church can create. If marriage is a sacra- 
ment, the pro f e MO W do not hesitate to say, divorce is simi- 
larly sacred. In fact, divorce i-c one of the conveniences 
through which the spirit is finding liberty." 

Oh. Would that it were poeeibk that this notion of liberty 
< Id he brought to the minds of all the theological reaction- 

aries in the ( nlry. doming as this .Iocs upon the top of 

the Pope'l menage to the American Catholic church, and 
the letter of Cardinal (Jihhons on the same subject, both 
of which have been ably criticized in our columns by dift'et- 
ent writers, it is all important, for it may mean a sharper 
and more clearly defined antagonism l*etween the collet 
and the church. It is evident, however, that in America, nt 
least, the church is Dealing the end of its tether, and so 

the labori of Paine and Engeraoll, to say nothing of the 
boat of leaner lights in the ranks of liberal thought, have 
not been in vain. The best thought of the country is now 
shown, conclusively, to l>e on our side. These have not yet 
gone as far along the path as we have ourselves trod, nor 
have they risen to that supreme height wherein they can 
oppose the god idea with impunity, but the day is not far 
distant when Atheism will 1m> the dominating thought in 
American education. 

There is much more we would like to have given, much 
more wo would have been pleased to discuss, but space, for- 
bids. We can but advise our readers to obtain a copy of 
the magazine in question and read what is there said for 
themselves. In closing this discussion we cannot do better 

than to reproduce Mr. Boloe'a quotation from Prof. Arthur 

T. Iladlev, president of Vale, who is referred to as saying! 

'"The old moral despotism used to say, you must do 
this, you must do that, but, precepts that take this shape 
are not morality, they are law, and only a part of the law 
at that The new morality opens to man the opportunity 
of choosing the unselfish side. The day for supernatural 
sanctions has passed." 



REV. HOUGH NAILED DOWN. 

One of the favorite weapons of the Christian clergy is 
that of slander, When dealing with in intellectual foe,and ser- 
mons galore have been preached upon the horrors of the 
dying moments of infidels. The recantation lies told of 
Paine ami Voltaire furnished many a pulpit theme for 
years, but with the light of history turned full upon such 
subjects, greater caution has prevailed in the orthodox 
eamp. Only a few weeks ago we reproduced from the 
London Freethinker an Ingersoll recantation fake, and we 
still find preachers, of pretended respectability, claiming 
that certain well-known Infidels were converted. 
^ Two week- ago we published an editorial in criticism of 
Bar. (i. A. Hough's statements concerning the alleged con- 
version of ML I). Leahy, first president of the National 
Freetbougbt University, of Liberal, Mo. We also .pa s 

Honed his statement that this institution was "a |>et scheme 
of Ingersoll's" whereby the speaker BOUght to discredit 
both the institution and tin; work of the great apostle of 
American liberty. Later, we published a letter from Mr. 
Hough in which Ik; sought to give purported facts in con- 
nection with If. I). Leahy, fagersoU, and others, upon 

which wo sought to elicit all possible Information from those 

Who knew and were familiar with the history of both. Our 
efforts have been partially rewarded and we have received 

a Communication, published below, which flatly contradicts 
the Statement of the Sari Franoisoo preacher, and proves 
the truth of our previous assertion that an Episcopal 
preacher may feel safe in what he says so long us it is only 

given to an nnthinking and non-investigating congregation, 

hut the publicity he ohtained for his remarks, was a truly 
dangerous proceeding for his credibility, 

In the Freethinkers Magaaine, edited and published by 
that stalwart patriot and Freethinker, II. L. Green, de- 
ceased, we observe an article from the pen of the late .0. 15. 
Reynolds, a Freethought lecturer of the old days, and an 
editorial dealing with the establishment of the Fred bought 

University at Liberal, Mo. From the " we learn that the 

University was established in I 88(1 by M. I). Leahy, Charles 
L OarU-r, M. 1)., Joseph (Jills*,!!, Thomas Balkwfl] and 

Joseph Bedgebeer. The name of OoL Robert <i. [ngeraoll 

i> not mentioned, either as a founder or as a contributor. 

Remember, Mr. Hough said this institution was ''a pet 
scheme of Ingersoll's and that he had contributed $5,000 

to its support" 

A |M-t scheme is generally regarded as having originated 
with the person who had made it a thing to be j>etted, or, 
having liecn originated before hand, became so devoted and 
attached to it, that it absorlxsl his time, attention and 
money. That it was a "pet scheme" of If. D. Leahy and 
his admirable co-laborers, there can be no question, but so 
far as the records show, and so far as can now be recalled, 
Injrersoll was not connected with the institution in any 
way. It lived but a few years and died with the retire- 
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meat of Mr. Leahy, who had got into mum disagreement 
with the other builders. 

Lie \i>. l tlnis nailed to the emu. 

What may regarded ae the most Important of Mr. 
Hough's statement, is that, referring to M. I). Leahy, he 
said: "He was converted in liis room at Oreal Bend, 
Kansas, by ■ lady evangelist." 

As Mr. Leahy was never known |q us, as previously 
slated, we solicited all possible information concerning him, 
liis alleged conversion, the time and place, and hy whom, 
it was supposed to have been accomplished. Years may 
rapidly thin the ranks of the old guard, hut, fortunately, 
one has hecn spared t * this good day, who, l>cing in a posi- 
tion to know, has written the following letter in re fe relief 
to the suhjecl tin ier cc nsiderat ion. The h-tter reads: 

Ohannte, Kansas, .Inly <!, l'JO'J. 

Kditor of Bine Graai Blade: 

Dear Friend — 1 have just received the Bine Grass Blade 
of duly 4th, and have read Mr. Hough's letter concerning 
the National Freethought I'niversity, of Liheral, Mo. As 
1 know something about that institution, ami something 

shout its founder, J will try in my | r and nearly blind 

way to tell you something. I will write of its founder Brat 
1 knew him well a- a boy, and a brighter lad never lived. 
Mis parents lived only a mile from my farm. While he 
was attending the district school he would come to my 
h0US8 for DM to teach what I could of elocution so that 
he coidd OOtnpetfl with the other lx>ys. He was a very 
apt scholar and was soon aide to teach me. Ills parents 
were poor Irish people, horn in Ireland, hut Maurice, as 
we called him, was horn in this country. His mother and 
stepfather intended to make a Catholic priest of him. They 
lived at the Ossge Mission at that time and devout 
Catholics. lie was instructed in that faith while under 
their care. After leaving home he went to Port Scott and 

attended college under Prof. Saunders, where he graduated. 

He then taught a few terms of school. His first term was 
in my district, No. sii, Ncosha County, Kansas and while 
so teaching he boarded at my In me as I lived but a half 
mile from the school house. One day, at my home, he 
picked up one of my EVeethoUght papers, the good, old 
Boston Investigator, and in it be read something like this: 
"Man should always do his own thinking and not trust 
preacher or priest to do it for him." Prom that time he 
developed fast into an outspoken Freethinker. He stopped 
praying, lie threw off his beads and burned them in my 

stove. He then helped me to organize the tirst Liberal 
League in our county, hw being the first secretary and I 
the first president. He went to Liheral. Mo., and (bunded 

the National Preethoughl University which he managed in 

line style until a rupture came. Some trouble between 
himself and Mr. W'alser caused him to quit the school and 
it soon afterwards went down. lie then went to Illinois 

and studied law, lb' then came back to St. Paul, formerly 

the Osage Mission, contracted consumption and died at his 
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mother's hi me. His mother and a priest tried hard to have 
him recant, hut I am told by a friend who attended him 
during his last days and hours, that he remained firm in 
his atheism, to the end. He told me himself that he had 
an audience with the old priest and that the priest could 
not answer his thrusts, turned from him, refused to dis- 
cuss any more and told him he was doomed for everlasting 
hell. I never heard of his being at Great Bead, Kansas, 
and do not think he ever was there. I can say that M. I). 
Leahy was a great admirer of Col. Ingersoll, but I do not 
think he ever saw him, for if lie had he would have told 
me either by |>en or word as we were close and intimate 
friends and he often wrote to me. While in Fort Seott, 
and in 'liberal, Mo., ho sent me an invitation to the com- 
mencement exercises of the I'niversity. My wife and [ 
attended. It was s rare treat. I have the orations that 
were delivered and will send them to you if I can find 
them. M. D. Leahy was a grand, honest, noble minded 
man. I loved him living and I now love his meniorv dead. 

c. F. ALEXANDER 

1 106 S. Central Ave. 

After reading the above our friends may vest assured 
that, M. D. Leahy was not at Great Bend, Kansas, teaching 
school j that he was not co n verted in his room by a lady 
evangelist; that he did not preach religion after his alleged 
conversion; that the I'niversity was not a pet scheme of 
[ngersolla ; that Rev. Hough has stated what is not true. 

These investigations will l>o pursued further ami we have 
yet to elicit information concerning a few more point.s. We 
Would like to know— 

First, Where and when did M. D, Leahy ever preach in 
behalf of religion trying to und > the evil he ha 1 done? 

Second, The name of the lady evangelist who converted 
him. 

Third, The object Mr. Hough had in view by Myiug 
Leahy had been converted when ho had not ? 

Fourth, Did Mr. Hough believe the eanse of Christ eould 
lie Letter served by a lie than l v truth ? 

Summing up, as far as we have gone, it may be inferred 
that as an effort was made to convert him by members of 
his family, the story got out that he had been converted 
and that Mr. Hough is simply repeating idle gossip BS tart 
without ever investigating. Suffice to say that we have 
no confidence in Mr. Hough. What wo wish to ask now. is: 

Will he 1h' honest enough to inform the member* of ids 
congregation who hoard that sermon that what he told them 
was merely what had been told to him, that he did not have 
anv personal knowledge of the facts, or that it was simply 
a fiction of his own inventing ami used to point an orthodox 
moral ami adorn his ramblinj; utterances I 

As additional information is vouchsafed we shall famish 
Mr. Hough with further food for thought. 
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The Mission of Freethought 



iconoclastic Work is Necessary to Clear 
Man's Mind From Superstitious Faith 
Before the Seeds of True Knowl- 
edge Can be Sown. 



(Hy J. C. Walkins.) 

The primary object* of freet bought 
propaganda are to encourage inili-j>oi»deiit 
thinking, tip insist upon the right of cxpres- 
sion and t(i seek and promulgate the t rut li. 

In pursuing these objects it is found mm- 

sary to lie somewhat ieuiinelast ie anil ti> 

■bow that many of the thing! popularly 

believed by the people are erroneous, super- 
stitious and mythical. 

The minds of peuple must first he alaarod 
of the mists and fogs of error and super- 
stition before they are in condition for the 
reception of true knowledge. Among what 
we believe to be erroneous notions that are 
held by many people are the inspiration, 
infallibility and truth of the bible; the so- 
called plan of salvation; the divinity of 
Jesus of Nazazreth; the idea of heaven 
and hell as taught hy the ehnreli. and in 
re l'e rence to the existence of a personal 
god. We claim that these teaching! ttf the- 
ology and the church are not well sup- 
ported by evidences that appeal to intelli- 
gent reason. 

It has been pointed out time and ■gain 
that the bible which is offered as authority 
for these beliefs is either not understood 
*f is not trustworthy in all respects. 

It (the bible) is evidently a human pro- 
luetion, so that it dues not tell us any 
Jiore about thing! that are outside the pale 
lif human knowledge than can intelligent 
iien who are living now. 

The so-called plan of salvalinii does not 
.•ommeiul itself to the intelligence of this 
age because it makes salvation depend ii|mui 
faith, belief, or trust, rather than u|miii 
merit, and earne-t enileavor. Like aris 
iocracy, it depends upon the accidents of 
birth and environment rather than charac- 
ter and conduct. It is true they sa\ "sal- 
vation is free.'' "only believe," and you 
shall be saved, but it depends ujxin ones 
ability to believe of to exercise faith, which 
is a gift of god) that is upon an ability we 
may not have and upon the poeSOSeioa of 
Something we do not possess and can BOt 
got until it is given to us. If we have not 
faith and the ability to believe what is 
lltHIQSSSI J to salvation whose fault is it? if 
the faith or belief required were in some- 
thing tangible and reasonable then we 



might be censurable for not believing — but 
this is not the case. We are asked and 
expected to believe contrary to the evi- 
dences of our natural senses and to our own 
experiences. 

Jesus of Nazareth, admitting that he 
lived at the time it is claimed that he did, 
and that he said and did some of the things 
recorded in the gospels, was a human being, 
probably a good-meaning, earnest man, one 
who had the courage of his convictions, and 
who died a martyr in defence of what he 
believed to be true. As such he is entitled 
to the admiration, love and respect of 
everyone, and if he were living on earth 
today freethinkers would be among his best 
friends. 

As regards the existence of a personal 
deity, the immortality of the soul, and of 
future rewards and punishments, no one 
can ■peak with authority. These ideas 
cannot he proven nor absolutely dispn.ven, 

therefore it eannol be so very wrong for 

people to say they 00 DOt believe them. If 
they do not and cannot believe them, of 
course we may speculate and theorize about 
these questions all we like, hut we must 
not assume that because we believe thing! 
i he v are necessarily true. 

It is by this speculating and ll rizing 

about the unknown that truth is discovered. 
Most that we know now about the universe, 
nature, natural law, and about man has 
been learned by research and investigation, 
thought and BUman experience. We must 
expect that most of the knowledge that we 
shall continue to acquire will come in the 
-a me way. 

Tt is scienco and not revelation that 
will solve the riddle of the universe and 
discover what that ■omething we call god 
is and what the destiny of the human race 
is to be. 

Kanahwa Kails. W. Va. 

FREETHOUGHT PICNIC. 

Ohio Patriots Enjoy Happy Day and Take 
Action Upon Subject of Free- 
thought Funerals. 



(By I'res. Geo. 0. Roberta.) 

The members id' Club No. 1, of The Muck- 
eve Secular Union held their RlWi picnic, 
at the home of J. W. White, in Midvale. 
(>., .Inly 4th. K. If, 900, and we certainly 
had a royal time. 

A large tent had been erected on the 



lawn in rear of the house, where the tables 
were set and from the appearance of the 
great piles of cakes, pies, chicken, sand- 
wiches and cold ham, also the strong 
lemonade, hot coffee, preserves, salads and 
iee cream the members must have thought 
the picnickers would cat some and I gueaa 
they were right for we surely did eat and 
drink to our entile satisfaction. 

I might mention however with one exeep- 
tion, and that was in the case of Harry L. 
Hosteller, who is somewhat like Mrs. Fliza 

Howry BUven or Parker H. Bereombe, who 

only eat when they have to and not when 
they want In. perhaps. Mr. Narragon, cau- 
tioned Mr. Toomey "to be careful ns he 
was not Mod to such high lining and might 
have night horse. Of course it is different 
with Phillip Eeigler and my self for we got 
used to it in the army." Brother White 
had chairs for 00 but only half that num- 
ber put in appearance; some letters of re- 
gret read, many having other engage- 
ments for the Fourth, some saying we had 
it on the wrong day; well those present 
thought that the Fourth of July was a 
child of Washington, Franklin. Paine and 
Jefferson, all of whom were Freethinkers 
and who in their wisdom gave us a con- 
stitution minus nny hocus (xtcus and from- 
the way the churches are losing power, the 
day is not far distant, when the Fourth 
will be for Freethinkers altogether. 

T think I can say without any hesitation, 
that it was the best picnic we were ever 
at and that, everyone was happy and hoped 
we would have many more. 

During the afiemoon a committee was 
appointed who drew i'p the following! 

which was unanimously adopted, with re- 
quest to be printed : 

Whereas, It has occurred in many in- 
statues, that, Freethii kers hove been 
buried from the church or residence, with 
church service conducted by a preacher or 

other religions person in opposition to the 

wishes of the deceased, and with the view 
of carrying out the desires of dead Free 
thinkers, we offer the following! 

Resolved: First. When a member of the 

Buekeys Secular Union or other Free- 
thinker dies, and so desires, the Ruckeye 
Secular Union) shall take charge of the 
funeral and conduct the service in accord- 
ance with the Freethought forms and re- 
quest of the deceased. Second: The Presi- 
dent or other person shall read a sketch, 
prepared by the deceased, of his life, after 
which members nnd friends will be called 
mi to speak and to close with an oration, 
tin m some one selected by the deceased, 
with music nnd singing as requested. 

BAJfUIL TOOMFY. 
HABBY I.. H08TBTLBB, 
OEO. O. RORFRTS, 
: Committee, 
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Christianity vs. Socialism 



The Relationship of Crime to Poverty and Posterity, With Dis- 
cussion of an Article in Copy of Instructor. 

(By Julia C. Coon.) 

An article under Socialism ami Christianity in a late number 
of The Voutu's Instructor, an Ad\ enlist publication, contained 
many errors and misstatements, a tew of the most striking of 
which 1 would like to point out, though 1 am fully aware that 
it is not in accord with Christian policy to correct errors. 

Robert Blatchford is a Socialist, and also a pronounced atheist, 
as the Wlit«r in Instructor atliruis. Robert lngcrsoll was a Re- 
publican, and also a pronounced unbeliever in Christianity and 
an aposlle of Fred bought. 1 have yet to see in the columns 
of the instructor any article warning its readers against the 
K. publican parly because of Ingersoll's opinions. 

President Tuft, also, being a Unitarian, and denying the divin- 
ity Of Jesus, denies the foundation stone of Christianity, and 
cannot have the slightest claim to thu name Christian. But 
while himself denying I ait li in Christianity, he seemingly would, 
for power and prestige, prostitute our entire nation to the sway 
of the Roman pope. History tells us of horrible characters in 
the dark ages: Of Jeffreys and Bonnoa who condemned hun- 
dreds of men and women, and even children to the llames for 
entertaining an honest opinion, lint are may offer a partial 
excuse for them on the ground that they were courting the 
favor of an impossible god. lint for William Tall, who con- 
demned the people of the l'hillipines to resubmit to the power 
of the friars after they had carried their freedom, there is no 
such excuse, and all the world's history may bo deiied to pro- 
duce another so contemptible a characler. 

The ■MOrtioO that "Socialists say "lllessed are they that stir 
up and foment strife,' " is an error. No individual who is 
recognized as a Socialist speaker, or writer, or leader ever made 
any such statement, and the author of the article in instructor 
ought not to have used quotation marks. Socialism is the most 
IHJleut factor leading toward universal peace that exists in the 
world today. 

Another purported quotation, given without naming the au- 
thority is: "Socialists believe that when everyone has an equal 
chance to earn a living, there will be little temptation to steal. ' 
All can never have an equal chance, for the strong and intelli- 
gent will produce mort! than the weak and ignorant. But the 
point made by the writer in Instructor, that our great triisl> 
show men cannot be kept from stealing by having plenty, is 
certainly unfair to the rank and tile of the American people, 
it is unfair to judge the entire nation by its biggest criminals. 

lint let me ask the writer whether crime is more rampant 
during prosperous years, when there is plenty of work, at what 
is generally considered good wages, or during a panic year, 
when factories are closed down and many men in enforced idle- 
ness.' If hard times, idleness, and the concent ration of wealth 
into the hands of the few, lessens crime, these, of course, are 
the conditions we should all work for. 

The article in Instructor further says: "The facts of the 
case are, nearly everyone who is willing and able can make a 

living." This is probably true, ihu requirement! of willing- 
ness often being a biutalness ready to push out some fellow 
worker by cutting wages. The competition among- workers 
which results in the maximum amount of work their over- 



estimated bodies can give, and the minimum wage upon which 
they can subsist, •bottom the life of our working people by 
one half. Can the writer of the article in question see any 
crime in this/ Of chattel slaves, cringing under the lash, we 
may also say: Nearly anyone who was willing a nd able could 
make a living. Doee the Instructor correspondent justify chattel 
slavery on this -round.' And what of those wage slaves who 
are unable.' Doee Christianity say only to the sick or the 

■feds "Let them beg or starve .'" 

To quote further: "Again, the Bible says that 'the heart is 
deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked.' " To justify 
chattel slavery or wage slavery, or any other wrong on this 
ground seems to me most unfair. The words may be true so 
far as the writer of them was ooneerned, but to impeach all 
the race, a race that has prodin 3d a Bruno and thousands 
of others ready to choose death fo the sake of Truth, is deserv- 
ing of a scathing rebuke. 

Again: "Though Socialists renounce Christianity, what do 
they offer in its stead/ Has Socialism preserved anyone from 
death.'" No. Neither has Republicanism or Christianity. 

Heath must be the com i lot of all. "Doee it give any e..m- 

fort to those who have lost loved ones/" No. Neither does Re- 
pubUeaalsm or Christianity. None grieve so hopelessly as do 
Christians, fearful that their loved ones have been dimmed to 
the bottomless pit. "Does it promise life ami happiness for 
the hereafter/" No, for nothing is so vain as empty promises. 
"Shall sorrow and pain tlce away even now under a Socialistic 
regime/" Only in a degree. Very much soma ami pain dis- 
appeared with the abolition of chattel slavery, ami much more 
will disappear with the abolition of wage slavery. 

To quote again: "Socialism panders to the sellisli instinct 
of man, and discards the only antidote- Christianity." Is a 
plea for simple justice and honesty a pandering to sellish in- 
stinct .' And in view of the 1500-year sway of Christianity over 
Europe, is it strange that people are beginning to turn their 
faces toward a new hope, a plan of salvation that concerns the 
Here and Now / 

From Heul. the writer quotes: "For the poor shall SSVS( 
cease out .if the land." This is probably true, hut it may be 
answered much the same as vva> another Bible quotation. DoOS 
the writer purpose to excuse usury ami robbery mi this plea .' 
Must the chattel slave ami the WSgS slave labor on without 
hope, ami be content to he robbed of their birthright the right 
of every person to have that which he is able to produce/ 

While the Christian press of mighty denominations generally 

condemn Socialism, when the Adventisl press r. sorts to this 
measure, it does so against its own very best interests. While 
it is Hue that many Socialists are freethinkers a larger pro- 
portion than of Republicans or Democrats history does not 
record an instance where freethinkers have ever SO light to perse- 
cute those w ho do Dot happen to agree with them They could not 
be freethinkers anil do this. Atlvcnlists believe that religious 

persecution will be reinstated, but in uniting with the Catholics 

ill denouncing Socialism, they are uniting with their enemies, 
and luring against their strongest allies in the light for com- 
plete religious liberty. 
Barlow, Fla. 
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NOT TILL THEN. 

"The |W M grass growing ou the grave 
of t lie lasl cleric will, alone, secure t) the 
World the ripe fruit of peace, liberty, prog- 
ress, humanity and happiness.'' 

Judge Parish li. Lndd-"Ulade." 

(By the Chaplain.) 
Willi the last of the tribe of parasites gone, 
And their Hibles all gathered and burned; 
When their god is t'orogtten our freedom 
will eoine 
And a race will develop well learned. 

Foe man saves himself, there's uo other 
way ; 

Jii' iniist look for his savior within. 
Where the will mighty will alone has the 
bay 

Who shall master himself and his sin. 



A GHASTLY VISION. 

(By the Chaplain.) 
The "Creator" idea, a god now to fear 

Js certainly beyond my reach, 
For I cannot conceive, much less believe 

Hut for preachers he's surely a peach. 

Producing the coin, when Christians ncre 
join 

In the name of the "Father" and 
"Son;" 

The "Son" was dear May's — born heav- 
enly ways, 

Put, i think that the ghost takes the bun. 

No visible form for making things warm 

And yet we are asked to believe 
That Jesus the Christ was born from a 
tryst 

That was kept by a ghost to relieve — 

All sinners of sin. Oftentimes in 
The calm of night hours at home 
I think what damn fools eoine out of 'he 
schools 

Where the Pible is the book taught tlfllM 

Jt tills them with rot, they forget it not 

In fact they go crazy at limes, 
Binding "his word"— lie's surely a bird 

For the clergy to rake in the dimes. 

And coin is the thin-; the choir will now 
sing — 

Praise god from whom it all flows, 
With blessings galore — I'm squitting, no 
more 

(In the preachers great faking shows. 




WANTED— Boys and Girls 

to Mil 74 Jewelry Novelties at 10c 
each, and get this dandy Base Ball 
Suit or other Premiums FREE. No 
money to-day. 



4™ 




42° 



AND RETURN 



QUEEN & CRESCENT ROUTE 

JULY 19TH AND 20TH 

Return Limit July 31st, 1909. 

opportunity to visit Lookout Mountain and 
Chickamauga Park 

Stop-over Privilege at RHEA SPRINGS (Spring City, Tenn.) 
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ASK AQENTS FOR PARTICULARS or 
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JUST OUT! 
NAMING SONO AND BURIAL SONG 

a Duet and a Concert Piece for Piano. 

for Violin, Piute, or BeUs. 



I have composed these songs for the 
benefit of Freethinkers, or men of Common 
Sense, who do not wish to insult our Cre- 
ator with Bible rot. , 

QUIRIN BACHLER, 
2277 Fulton St., Chicago, 111. 



Naumans Orchestra 



K. D. NAUMAN, Violin. 

ANNA L. NAUMAN, Piano. 
OTTO ft NAUMAN 



or Clarinet. 
Other Instruments Added if Detfired. 

Over 600 pieces of the beet music, suitable 
for any program, always on hand. 



Phone 128 1-2. Lock Fox 800. 
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A TRIP TO ROME 

By 

DR. J. B, WILSON. 
This work is acknowledged to-be one of 
the best descriptive literary efforts of the 
century — A Freethinker's view of the old 
World ami what he saw there. 

Cloth— $1.25 postpaid. 
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thoughtful." It In a personal 
department In the WHKKI, 
OK LIFE tlmt grows on you 
You And yourself waiting 
with Interest for what "Bill" 
has to say oezt. 

lal running In the W II 1 1 1. 
OF LIFE. It Is written by 
Mary I\ es Todd, thenhlest writer ol Liberal 
Octlon since Grant Allen, and Is a beautiful 
presentation of the essentially modern 
problem of the Woman In Business. 

TUB WHBBL OP LIFE. 

A monthly periodical. It deals with 
OKIOINB, the origin of Marriage, of Kthlcs, 
of Keliglon, of Brotherhood, of the belief In 
Immortality. It treats broadly of Love, of 
Human Instinct* and Ideals. It takes In 
the whole Wheel of Life, treating all subjects 
In sucbaclear, plain and spicy way that the 
dust Is shaken out and they become as In- 
teresting as •> novel to even the casual 
reader. Send lOcentsfor a six months 1 trial 
subscription or a quarter for a year. 

"CONFESSIONS OF f\ 

DRONE" by Joseph Medlll Patterson, 
author of A LITTLE BKOTHEK OFTHE 
KIUH." sent without extr* charge with a 
« months' trial Hiibscrlptlou to the WHEEL 
OF LIFE. Address 

LIFE PUB. CO.. Desk A. St. Louis, Mo. 




BLUE GRASS BLADE. 
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B« Sura and Subscribe Wr 

Secular Thought 



'The Woman and 



Rational Crltl- 



, Fortnightly Journal of 
clam In Politic, 



Organ of the 
CANADIAN SECULAR UNION AND THE 
TORONTO 8ECULAR SOCIETY. 

Editor - • • J. Spencer Ellla. 
Publlahed at 186% Queen St. West. To 
/■onto. Canada. Terms. $1 per annum, In 
advance; single copiea, 10 cents 

All communications for the Editorial de- 
partment should be addressed — 

J. Spencer Ellla, "Secular Thought," 
185% Queen St. West, loronto. Can. 
All Business communlcatlone, orders for 
books, printing, etc., should be addressed— 
C. M. ELLla, Proprietor and Publleher. 



Toronto, Can. 



GRADUATION GIFTS. 



What can be nicer and more suitable 
for such gifts than a genuine Diamond, 
daintily mounted in Ring, Pin, Stud, or 
otherwise. These can be had for $10, $20 
and up. They are Indestructible, a Joy 
forever, and will last as long as the world 
will revolve in its orbit; neither do they 
>ver depreciate in value. Or n Gold Watch, 
which la useful during life, as well M 
ornamental. 

LADIES' GOLD WATCHES 

Large (6) size Elgin, Waltham or Hamp- 
den, 20-year gold-fllled, hunting caae; lateat 
style, artistic hand-caased, 7 Jewels, $9; 15 
Jewels, $11; 16 Jewels, adj., $15. Small 
(0) size, 7 Jewels, $11; 16 jewela, $13; 16 
jewels, adj., $18. "Riverside . extra fine, 
$24. In 25-year case, $1 more. In 14k 
solid gold case, $10 to $20 more. All In 
velvet box, prepaid, wi . guarantee. Every 
watch fresh from factory. 

CHAIN8, FOBS, OR LONG GUARD3 
Latest styles, beat filled, $2, J3. $4 and $5. 

THE IDEAL GENTLEMAN'S WATCH 

Small (12) alze, Hampden, elegant, ar- 
tistic, hand-chased or "engine-turned." gold 
filled hunting case guaranteed 25-years: 
"Oenl Stark, 16 Jewela $15; "Deuber 
Grand," 17 Jewels, adjusted, $1<.60; "John 
Hancock," 21 Jewels, extra fine, $29.00. In, 
open face screw caae, $1.00 has. Also, in 
solid gold. 

Send for prices of Watchea not here 
enumerated. Jewelry. Rings, Silverware, m- 
Kt'raoll Spoons, Freethought Badges, Opti- 
cal Goods, Ring Ouage, and my tract, "The- 
ism in the Crucible," free. 

Describe goods wanted as near aa possi- 
ble. 10 per cent off In lots oi two or more. 
OTTO WETT8TEIN, 

La Orange, Cook County, III. 



The Prospector" 

Is the title of a romance every man, woman 
and child should read. It should be in the 
hands of all who are opposed to supersti- 
tion and graft, as it Is a protest against 
vaccination, vivisection, medical legislation 
and the administration of drugs to human 
beings; at the same time points out the 
only method for the cure of the consump- 
tive. The booklet Is really free, but the 
cost of advertising and postage we figure 
at 10 cents; so if you wish a copy, send 
us 10 cents. A. M. PARKER. 

WATER-POWER MOTORS 
and 

WATER-FANS 

Machine and Hardware Specialties at order. 
CLEVELAND SPECIALTY ft MFG. CO. 



The Work and Ways of Literary Folk 

VAGABONDIA 



Sold by Subscription $1 per year 

VAGABONDIA is an illustrated month- 
ly magazine devoted to people who write 
und draw things,— Authors, Playwrights 
and Illustrators. 

EACH ISSUE contains interesting arti- 
cles on the personalities of literary men 
and women— Human Interest Biographical 
Sketches, Appreciations and Estimates of 
all the present day writers and their work 
—stories of their hobbles and recreations 
—thrilling uccounts of literary successes, 
—unconventional photographs of authors 
and their homes, with glimpses of their 
workaday life,— Criticisms, Short Stories 
Sad Literary News,— Contributions by well 
known writers on subjects having to do 
with every form of literary composition, 
including the novel, playwrighting, et., 

EVERYONE engaged in literary work 
or curious about literary people will find 
Vagabondia interesting and instructive. 
It is invaluable to the literarv worker. 

VAGABONDIA is in a class by itself, 
being the only writers' and illustrators' 
magazine published. It is the "trade pa- 
per", so to speak, of the writer class. 

Book Reviews, Magazine News, Publish- 
ers' Noles and Announcements. 

VAGABONDIA 
EVERETT LLOYD, Editor and Publisher 
1411 Security Trust Bltf, Chicago, 111. 

TUP PROCESSION of PLANETS 

' * IS THE GREAT NEW BOOK. IF T0U ■» 1 U 

wonder wh» the Einh novel, write to Ike aithor lor I 
lesaipnon ul li: H shows ihe true motions of mailer. Address 
FRAN kL IS H. lit ALU, SltllOO A, 10S ANGtttS, Cllllorolk 



Do You Believe 

That We Humans are as Important . 
Pigs, Potatoes and Pups? 

Do you believe that we "grown ups, 
•mil even the Children, should know •* 
much about ourscl > cs as we know abo*> 
FUhe.". Flowi rs an I Fiogs? 

Do yon believe In Better Fiogeny, a More 
Elevated Race, anyway V 

If so. p»nd I 25 for a year's subscription 
to the American Journal of Eugenics, and 
be in the Van of Human Progress. 

Published monthly at 649 South Malr 
St., Los Angeles, California, U. 8. i. 
Samples ten cents. Trial three months 
with pamphlet "Institutional Marriage," t 
cents stamps. 

The Holy Bible 

In a Nutshel 

A New Booklet showing up the contradla 
Hons and fallacies or the Christian bible. 

Justt he thing to pass around among 
your religious friends to "Jarr" their faith 
and destroy their godwebs. Ready So©- 
Order Nowl Single copy 10c, 3 for 25c, 19 
for $1.00. 

Address: J. FRANTZ, 
1112 Eddy Street, San Francisco. Cal 

Give E'm Fits. - 

Thar. what " iHE 
SCAIU.ET SHADOW." 
Walter tlurt'a great rad- 
ical novel, doja to the 
forces of bigotry and au- 
peiHtltton. And the sec- 
ular preaa of the country 
goaded by the churcl 
•lement. Is throwing a 
over It. too. No other 
i-ovel of this decade has 
been so widely and ao 
bitterly denounced by 
orthodajx critics —which 
la sufficient proof that It 
Is all right It has cre- 
ated a tensatton In con- 
imtn servatlve clrclea and 
A Pi!! aiuaed conaternatloa 

If liB » rnon a the clergy. 

V IS It >■ entliualaatlcalls 

endor.*d by leadlnl 
Kreelthlnkera through- 
out the world. Tou aL 

know how Hurt can write, and In thla book 
he la at lila best. It la an ulegant volume, 
fit to ornament the flneat library: containing 
422 pages, printed on heavy egg-ahell paper 
and bound In ox-blood cloth. 
Price $1.60. poatpald. 

BLUE QRASS BLADE, 

Lexington, Ky 

W. F. Bozeman 

Leesburg, Fla., 

Southern Fruit and Produce Broker. 
Melons a specialty. Fifteen years experi- 
ence buying and shipping melons. Will, aa 
usual, follolw the business In Georgia, Ala- 




Man's Origin and Destiny 



By Dr. A. Hausman, Alameda, 

This is the Greatest Book of modern times on the theory of Evolution applied to Sociology. 

It will shortly he issued in lxx)k form by the Blue] Grass Hlade, making a hook of nearly 600 pages. The author has 
dedicated it to Prof. Ernst Haeckel, and the great Jena philosopher has accepted the dedication, 

$2.00 $2.00 

Subscribe Now and Save Money 

All charges of postage will he prepaid upon advance subscriptions. 

The first chapters are now in the press and publication in book form will immediately 
followjts serial publicationjn the blade columns. 



Subscribe Now Subscribe Now 

JAMES E. HUGHES, Lexington, Ky. 



CORRECT THINKING 

This Book is a Herald of the New Learning' 

The First Gun in a Revolt Against Leisure-Class Ideals of Education 



SR H. SERCOMBE, Editor To-Morrow Magazine 



"Expert breeders and trainers of horses permit their own children to fade and die for want of applying 
the knowledge they have but do not use." 

"Owners of Angora cats who know how their pets have become beautiful as the result of but a few 
generations of intelligent selection, do not dream of the wondrous results, were the same law applied to 
their own race." 

"The world thoughtlessly overlooks the principles employed by Burbank and other successful 
hybridists, not realizing that each discovery has its corresjxmding application to the human species." 
"Man lias not yet started to live a mind-directed, reasoned-out life." 

OUR ENTIRE SYSTEM OF EDUCATION IS WRONG 
25c the copy Five copies, 9I.OO 9I5.OO the hundred 

TO-MORROW PUBLISHING COMPANY 
139 East 50th St., Chicag, 111, 



